
Retro games revival 

 

https://www3.nhk.or.jp/nhkworld/en/news/videos/20240215095502689/ 

 

People in Japan have no shortage of places to go to entertain themselves.  They can head to an amusement 

park, try their luck at pachinko, or sing until they’re breathless at karaoke.  But at one hot spot in western 

Japan, the appeal is decidedly old-school.  NHK World’s Zhang Hanyang explains. 

 

This is a decade old game arcade in downtown Osaka.  It’s lined with more than 100 retro games 

manufactured more than 30 years ago.  The games require only simple commands from buttons and 

joysticks. 

 

You can play it without thinking. 

 

It’s fun.  The games are so simple. 

 

Kobayashi Keiko has been taking care of the arcade for decades. 

 

It only costs 100 yen to play a game, so children can pay from their allowances and the elderly can play 

whenever they want. 

 

The arcade opened more than 60 years ago. 

 

Back in the day this place was packed with customers.  Everyone talked to one another, and many 

friendships were formed. 

 

However, the arcade sales declined as the popularity of home videogames grew.  Many games were 

discontinued, but the arcade survived at maintaining its machines, even hand-crafting parts no longer 

https://www3.nhk.or.jp/nhkworld/en/news/videos/20240215095502689/


available.  In recent years, the number of customers unexpectedly increased.  These two men have been 

friends for 30 years.  They always play a childhood game when they visit. 

 

All the games are simple, but deeply fulfilling.  Playing them feels like going back in time and revisiting our 

childhood. 

 

At times, more than half the customers are from overseas. 

 

There are a lot of machines that we haven’t seen before, so that was really cool. 

 

One family is visiting from Singapore.  They’ve come to the arcade two days in a row. 

 

I’m sharing a part of my history with them, so that they will remember my daddy used to do this, my daddy 

used to do that. 

 

For many locals, the arcade is a key fixture in daily life.  A place for relaxation and enjoyment. 

 

I used to explore the games here while my father and grandfather played Japanese chess. 

 

I’ve been coming here since around the time it opened.  I feel energized when I’m here. 

 

Timeless and enjoyable.  The appeal of the arcade goes beyond age or nationality and has a place in the 

heart of all visitors. 

 

Source: (NHK World News) 

 

Now discuss the questions with a partner. 

1. When you were younger, did you visit arcades?  Why or why not? 

2. Why do you think arcades are a popular tourist destination for visitors to Japan? 

3. Do you enjoy any retro things?  Have you noticed any other retro things becoming popular recently? 

4. What other entertainment locations are common in Japan? 

5. If you were to show a part of your history to your children or grandchildren, where would you show them? 


